[image: image1.png]Oe




18th Conference of the OIE Regional Commission for the Americas
Florianopolis (Brazil), 28 November – 2 December 2006

questionnaire on technical item I
Animal welfare in the Americas
Speaker: Dr Carmen B. Gallo S.

Country: 

Name of the Delegate:
Date:

As soon as the questionnaire has been completed by the Delegate, it should be returned, preferably by e‑mail to Ms Catherine Hayet (c.hayet@oie.int) or by fax to the OIE Headquarters (+33 1 42 67 09 87), at latest by 1 August 2006. Any response received after that date will not be taken into consideration in the preparation of the summary to be presented during the Conference of the Regional Commission.
Introduction
The OIE has been mandated by all its Member Countries to become the world’s foremost animal welfare organisation. 
This questionnaire seeks to assist the work of the OIE by providing an overview of knowledge and advances in the field of animal welfare in the Americas. 
You are kindly requested to answer this questionnaire with respect to your country’s situation.
1.
animal welfare LEGISLATION
–
Does your country have legislation (laws, regulations, standards) on animal protection or animal welfare for the following types of animal?

	
	Yes
	No

	Food production animals
	
	

	Companion animals
	
	

	Working animals
	
	

	Sport /entertainment animals
	
	

	Laboratory animals
	
	

	Aquatic animals
	
	

	Zoo animals
	
	

	Circus animals
	
	


–
Which national/state/federal institution oversees compliance with the legislation?

–
Give examples of sanctions that are imposed for infringing the legislation:

–
Are there any plans to improve the legislation?

Yes / No

–
Mention any plans/actions that take into account OIE standards:

2.
general animal welfare consideRations
–
In your view, is animal welfare considered to be an important issue in your country at present?

Yes / No
–
If you answered yes to the previous question: Would you say that animal welfare is important: [see the rating scale below*]
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	On ethical grounds? (“We know it is wrong to make animals suffer”.)
	
	
	
	
	

	On economic grounds? (“We must meet the requirements of importing countries; losses in the industry”.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Because of consumer perceptions? (They are becoming more demanding.)
	
	
	
	
	


–
Rate public concern for the following animal welfare issues on a scale of 1 to 5 [see the rating scale below*]
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Control of stray animals
	
	
	
	
	

	Slaughter of animals for the control and eradication of disease outbreaks
	
	
	
	
	

	Transport of animals
	
	
	
	
	

	Trafficking and illegal sale of wild species
	
	
	
	
	

	Husbandry conditions for certain species (poultry, pigs, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Practices with competition or racing animals (dogs, horses, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of working animals
	
	
	
	
	

	Local traditions involving animals (cockfights, rodeos, bullfights, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Animals in captivity (zoos)
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of animals for research
	
	
	
	
	


–
Have opinion surveys been conducted to ascertain consumer perceptions of animal welfare?

Yes / No
3.
EducaTION AND RESEARCH
–
Are any specific courses (subjects) on animal welfare and/or animal behaviour taught as part of your country’s regular veterinary medicine curriculum?
Yes / No
–
If NO specific subjects are taught: Do you consider that animal welfare issues are covered in depth as part of other subjects taught to veterinary medicine students (e.g. animal production or meat technology)?

Yes / No
–
Does your country have any animal welfare specialists with postgraduate training (Masters or Doctorate)?

Yes / No

–
Does your country have any competitive bidding system for securing scientific research funding for animal welfare projects?
Yes / No
4.
animal production
–
Which are your country’s three most important productive animal species? State the current animal numbers for each species.
–
What approximate percentage does each of the following animal species represent as part of your country’s various production systems:

	
	Intensive
	Semi-intensive
	Extensive

	Poultry
	
	
	

	Pigs
	
	
	

	Cattle
	
	
	

	Sheep
	
	
	

	Goats
	
	
	

	Camelidae
	
	
	

	Other species of economic importance* (e.g. rabbits, wild boars, emus, deer, chinchillas, frogs, etc.)
	
	
	


* Please specify:

–
State whether any legislation or guidelines exist for safeguarding animal welfare during confinement in the production phase:
	
	Tick the appropriate box(es)

	Dairy cows 
	

	Pigs 
	

	Poultry (for laying and fattening)
	

	Other species*
	


* Please specify:

–
Which general aspects do these guidelines cover?

	
	Amount of space and proper facilities
	Feed and water
	Operators’ training in handling animals
	Other aspects*

	Dairy cows 
	
	
	
	

	Pigs 
	
	
	
	

	Poultry (for laying and fattening)
	
	
	
	


* State any other relevant aspects:

5.
Transportation of live animals
–
Does your country export live animals to other countries? 
Yes / No
–
If you answered yes: Name the main species and main means of transport (by land, inland waterway, sea, air).

	Species
	Means of transport

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


· Are animals which are transported for sale at livestock fairs in your country generally taken relatively short distances (up to 300 km) or longer distances (more than 300 km)?

Less than 300 km
(
More than 300 km
(
–
Would you say that the treatment (handling) of animals in the field, at livestock fairs and during transport is:
Good? 
(
Fair? 
(
Poor? 
(
Comments:

–
Do the personnel handling animals in the above cases generally have some kind of training in animal handling?
Yes / No
–
For each of the species listed below, are the animals which are transported for slaughter and consumption in your country generally taken short distances (up to 300 km) or long distances (more than 300 km) between producer and slaughterhouse?
	
	Short distances
	Long distances

	Poultry
	
	

	Pigs
	
	

	Cattle
	
	

	Sheep
	
	

	Goats
	
	

	Camelidae
	
	

	Other species*
	
	


* Please specify:

–
Are there any scientific studies in your country regarding the effects of transport periods and conditions on animal welfare and/or product quality?
Yes / No / Do not know
6.
HUMANE SLAUGHTER OF animals FOR CONSUMPTION
· Is it compulsory to use stunning methods prior to slaughter?

Yes/No

· Are there any regulations on the matter?

Yes/No

· If yes, who oversees compliance with these regulations?

–
State the methods most commonly used (e.g. electronarcosis, concussion, exposure to carbon dioxide), for each of the following animal species:
	
	Most commonly-used method

	Poultry
	

	Pigs
	

	Cattle
	

	Sheep
	

	Goats
	

	Camelidae
	

	Other species*
	


* Please specify:

–
In your general view, would you say that the treatment (handling) of animals killed in slaughterhouses is:
Good? 
(
Fair? 
(
Poor? 
(
Comments:

–
Are there any scientific studies or assessments in your country on the effectiveness of using these stunning methods?
Yes / No / Do not know
–
Do you believe that the OIE should continue its standard-setting work in the field of animal welfare?

Yes / No

–
In your view, to which issues should the OIE give precedence, in addition to those already mentioned? [See the rating scale below*]
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Animal production conditions (housing, feed, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Laboratory animals
	
	
	
	
	

	Control of stray animals
	
	
	
	
	

	Circus and show animals (e.g. rodeos)
	
	
	
	
	

	Animal fights
	
	
	
	
	


–
Which institution in your country is responsible for harmonising OIE guidelines on animal welfare?

–
Which methods has this institution used to disseminate the guidelines?
	
	Tick the appropriate box(es)

	Setting up working groups (committees) comprising personnel from the institution and private stakeholders (producers, slaughter plants, NGOs, etc.)
	

	Holding extensive seminars on the subject (workshops, courses, or other)
	

	The guidelines have not yet been disseminated
	

	Other methods**
	


** Please specify:

Thank you very much for your time!





















*	Please use the following rating scale: “1“: unimportant; “2“: fairly unimportant; “3“: fairly important; “4“: important; “5“: very important.


*	Please use the following rating scale: “1“: unimportant; “2“: fairly unimportant; “3“: fairly important; “4“: important; “5“: very important.
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