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Recommendation No. 1

Animal Welfare in the Americas

Considering that

The Member Countries of the Regional Commission of the OIE for the Americas (hereinafter referred to as Countries) attach importance to the issue of animal welfare,
Legislations on animal welfare exist in only some countries but they are not always based on OIE standards,
There are different animal production systems among the Countries,
Research on animal welfare has been conducted in areas such as production, transport and slaughter, 
Few Countries have institutions that include in their curricula, undergraduate and graduate programmes on animal welfare and existing training programmes on animal welfare are generally restricted to the personnel of the Veterinary Services,
In the Region, there is little animal welfare educational material such as web-based courses, text books, pamphlets, etc.,
The Regional commission of the OIE for the Americas 
recommends that

1. Countries not currently having regulations or official guidelines on animal welfare take appropriate steps to develop these, and ensure that they be harmonised under the authority of the Veterinary Services with the established OIE standards and guidelines.
2. The OIE Regional Representation establish a list of regional experts on animal welfare giving priority to production systems, transport and slaughter.
3. Countries, supported by the Regional Representation, promote the exchange of experiences, joint research and cooperation on terrestrial and aquatic animal welfare in areas such as intensive production, stray animals, transport, slaughter methods and the depopulation of animals for disease control, in veterinary schools as well as research institutions.
4. Animal welfare issues be promoted at all levels using available means including the training of the veterinary personnel and other stakeholders, such as animal handlers, producers, transporters and those involved with the slaughter of animals for human consumption and animal disease control.
5. Veterinary schools be encouraged to develop undergraduate and graduate courses on animal welfare to improve the knowledge of students and professionals on the subject. Such courses should include knowledge of the OIE standards.
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